
The days are getting longer, and spring is on our minds, if not quite in the air.  Whatever the weather, the trustees and staff of the 
Shaker Schools Foundation are thankful for every donor who makes a gift to the Foundation as a way of expressing a commitment 
to Shaker’s public school system.  You help ensure that the Foundation provides enrichment opportunities for all of our students.  
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Corporate Salute

Your Gifts at Work

Since the last issue, these additional projects have been made 
possible because of Shaker Schools Foundation funding and 
support.  
•  The Foundation purchased new LED lighting in the High 
School’s large auditorium, thanks to a gift from the William 
J. and Dorothy K. O’Neill Foundation recommended by Brian 
Sullivan (SHHS 1985). 
•  The Foundation is subsidizing travel expenses for three stu-
dents to participate in a service trip to Cambodia over spring 
break.
•  Donors contributed over $5,500 to the Foundation to support 
the chamber orchestra’s trip to New York on March 4 to par-
ticipate in the Orchestra Cup, a national competition at Lincoln 
Center.  We are thrilled to congratulate them for being named 
second runner up and for receiving the Forte Festival Award.

     Nearly 800 Shaker community members attended the 2017 
A Night for the Red & White on Saturday, March 4 at the Cleve-
land Downtown Hilton.  This year’s Red & White marked its 
25th anniversary with special tributes to founders, Freda Lev-
enson and K.J. Montgomery; all the members of the current 
and former Executive Committees; and Christine Auginas, who 
now has organized 17 of these benefi ts.  Her thoughtful and 
creative guidance has enabled the Red & White to follow din-
ing trends from carving stations to cupcakes, and fashion styles 
from black tie to red carpet; and to move from printed materials 
to social media and mobile bidding technology.  Chris’s admin-
istrative assistant, Erica Verderber, was also recognized for her 
17 years of hard work and dedication in support of the Red & 
White.
    Since it began in 1992, and not including this year’s event, 
the Red & White has raised more than $2.5 million to support 
arts, technology, and health and fi tness in each of Shaker’s eight 
schools. We extend many thanks and hearty congratulations 
to this year’s Executive Committee members Tracy Peebles, 
Theresa Walsh, Megan Hanger, and Miki Graban and their 
amazing volunteers.  

 A Night for the Red & White
The Shaker Schools Foundation is extremely grateful for the 
generous contributions it receives from the corporate commu-
nity.  We are pleased to announce and acknowledge our 2017 
corporate sponsors, and to welcome three new donors: Baker 
Hostetler LLP, Van Aukin Akins, and Vorys, Sater, Seymour 
and Pease LLP.
     Very special thanks go to the Arminius Foundation, Baker 
Hostetler LLP, Huntington Bank, and Tucker Ellis LLP, 
our Benefactors and most generous donors.  We appreciate the 
following Patrons, who give at the next highest level:  Hahn 
Loeser + Parks LLP; KeyBank; Squire Patton Boggs LLP; 
and Ulmer & Berne LLP. 
     The Foundation also is grateful to our Fellows:  Anthem Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield; Boyco!; Calvetta Brothers Floor 
Show; CIMA Plastics Group; Cleveland Music Group; 
C.P. Braman & Co., Inc.; DDR Corp.; Hogan Transporta-
tion; Karlovec & Company Build/Design Remodel; Legacy 
Capital Partners; Liberty Ford Solon; ProEvent/MotoP-
hoto; TorqHoist, Inc.; University Hospitals Ahuja Medical 
Center; Van Auken Akins; and Vorys, Sater, Seymour and 
Pease LLP.  As sponsors of the Shaker Schools Foundation, 
these 24 organizations receive recognition at A Night for the 
Red & White and at Foundation events throughout the calendar 
year.  Thank you for your support!

above:(L) HS Chamber Orchestra at Lincoln Center   (R) past Red & White Chairs
below (L) Erica Verderber and Chris Auginas recognized by Dr. Hutchings
          (C) 2017 R&W Executive Committee   (R) Judge KJ Montgomery, founding 
           member of R&W (along with Freda Levenson), is honored by Dr. Hutchings



  We Love a Parade!

Photos:  Left:  Lyle Yost, State Champ in action
              Right:  Shaker’s First Class

  News of Note
The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and The Shaker Schools Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profi t and 
gratefully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   gratefully accepts contributions.  All gifts are tax-deductible.   
Please note the following options:Please note the following options:
•  Support our Annual Fund by sending your check to the Foun-•  Support our Annual Fund by sending your check to the Foun-
dation or by visiting shaker.org/foundation.aspx.dation or by visiting shaker.org/foundation.aspx.
•  Make a legacy gift to the endowment.  Your bequest, trust, or •  Make a legacy gift to the endowment.  Your bequest, trust, or 
other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the long other planned gift will help sustain the Foundation for the long 
term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker’s students.  We term and ensure its ongoing service to Shaker’s students.  We 
invite you to include the Foundation in your estate planning.  invite you to include the Foundation in your estate planning.  
•  Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Auditori-•  Endow a seat in Shaker Heights High School’s Large Auditori-
um, perhaps as a gift for the person who has everything!  You can um, perhaps as a gift for the person who has everything!  You can 
name the seat for yourself, a student, teacher, principal, Shaker name the seat for yourself, a student, teacher, principal, Shaker 
graduating class, family member, or friend.  Each endowed seat graduating class, family member, or friend.  Each endowed seat 
has its own nameplate, and one seat can be named for $500.  has its own nameplate, and one seat can be named for $500.  
•   Participate in special projects that directly impact our students.  •   Participate in special projects that directly impact our students.  
These include the MAC Scholars and Sisters Program, Learning These include the MAC Scholars and Sisters Program, Learning 
Garden, family reading programs for kindergarten students, and Garden, family reading programs for kindergarten students, and 
Shaker’s First ClassShaker’s First Class..

Please visit our website at www.shaker.org/foundation, call us at 
216-295-4329, or like us on Facebook. To receive this newsletter 
via e-mail, please send your address to wang_h@shaker.org.
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Make a Gift

2016-2017 Enrichment Grants

News of Note

Proudly supporting the Shaker Heights Schools 
and the Shaker Schools Foundation.

The Shaker Schools Foundation recently distributed 
approximately $10,000 in grants to teachers to support the 
amazing work they do for our students.  Examples of current 
enrichment projects include a music program for Shaker’s 
First Class; immigration studies at Lomond; Positive Behavior 
Support at Woodbury; reading enhancements at Shaker Middle 
School; and Asian studies and the Audrey Stout Learning 
Garden at the High School.
    In addition and so far this year, the Foundation has helped 
pay for meals for the football team; provided funds to update 
the SGORR curriculum; paid for new plants in Peter’s Garden; 
and helped support a visit from COSI to Fernway.

The Shaker Schools Foundation congratulates the following:
•  Eight Shaker Heights High School students are award win-
ners on the 2016-2017 Medusa Mythology Exam, an interna-
tional, standardized exam for students who are enthusiastic 
about mythology. Senior Sam Katz repeated as a Gold Medal 
winner for the third consecutive year! Corona Laurea winners 
are seniors Rachel Brunot and Rose McCandless. Corona Ol-
ivae winners are juniors Gautam Apte, Jacob Good, Gabriel 
Sekeres, Jocelyn Ting, and freshman Matthew Schiavone.
•  Twenty-nine students of Latin and Greek earned 21 medals 
on the National Greek and Latin Etymology Exam.
•  Shaker Heights High School Senior Gus Mahoney will ad-
vance to the Cleveland Shakespeare Competition after placing 
fi rst in the High School’’s 9th Annual English Speaking Union 
In-School Shakespeare Competition. Senior Sydney Keller 
claimed second place and senior Lillian Baum took third. 
•  Art students from Shaker Heights Middle School and Shak-
er Heights High School won 84 awards in the 2017 Regional 
Scholastic Art + Writing Competition and Exhibition. The 
awards included 19 Gold Keys, 20 Silver Keys, and 45 Honor-
able Mentions. 
• The Cleveland Clinic honored nine Shaker Heights High 
School students for artwork they created based on scientifi c 
research as part of the 2016-2017 eXpressions Art Program. 
Shaker has the most winners among all participating schools. 
•  Shaker Middle School’s 7th grade Power of the Pen Team 
claimed fi rst place at the District Tournament held in early 
February. They topped 17 other schools to win the award for 
the fi rst time in recent history.  The 8th grade team also had a 
strong showing, with three students receiving top awards. 
•  The Shaker Heights High School hockey team captured its 
12th Baron Cup in early February, defeating North Olmsted 8-0 
in the championship game.  Shaker has more Baron Cups than 
any other participating school. 
•  The Shaker Heights Raiders swimmers and divers competed 
in the OHSAA Sectionals Championship meet and came away 
with 27 lifetime best performances!  The girl’s team fi nished 
in 4th place overall, and the boys’ team fi nished in third place 
overall. Congratulations to Shaker’’s 200 Medley Relay team 
of Max Gustafson, Chachi Gustafson, Blanton Tolbert, and 
Alex Murlin who qualifi ed for the OHSAA State Swimming 
Finals.  Max Gustafson also qualifi ed for State fi nals in the 
200 Freestyle and 100 Butterfl y.
•  Congratulations to diver Lyle Yost, who is the OSHAA Dis-
trict champion and OSHAA state champion!
•  Three Shaker graduates have reunited on Broadway in Sond-
heim’s Sunday in the Park with George.  Congratulations to 
Max Chernin (2009), Andrew Kober (2002), and Michael 
McElroy (1985)!


